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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he admit that -

(i) a decision had been taken by the
Government, when the age of retirement for
a public servant was 55 years, that the
monthly salary given to the families of the
soldiers who died in action be given to them
until the deceased soldier is supposed to
reach 55 years;

(i) the Government has extended the retirement
age up to 60 years with an automatic
extension up to 58 years and from 58 to 60
years by obtaining prior approval; and

(iii) the monthly salary of the war heroes who
sacrificed their lives are given to their
families only up to the time the deceased
person is supposed to reach 55 years?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether action will be taken that the
monthly salary of the deceased war heroes
be given to their families up to the time the
deceased war hero is supposed to reach 60
years; and

(if) the date from which the aforesaid age limit
will be amended?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene - State Minister of
Defence)
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ROADS UNDER PROVINCIAL COUNCIL WITHIN BADULLA
DISTRICT: DEVELOPMENT
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asked the Minister of Higher Education and

Highways:

(a)  Will he inform this House, after the appointment
of the present Chief Minister of the Uva
Province -

(1) whether the roads belonging to the
Provincial Council within the district of
Badulla have been hitherto developed;

(i) if so, what the aforesaid roads are;

(iii) the amount of money allocated for each
road;

(iv) separately the companies to which the
aforesaid road development contracts have
been awarded to;

(v)  the factors assuring that the standard of the
said roads are at a higher level; and

(vi) whether it is admitted that the Chief
Minister of the Uva Province has
intervened with regard to the selection and
the development of the aforesaid roads?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher
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Parliament)
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asked the
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, the number of daily-wage
earners employed at the Head Office and
the Refinery of Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation;

Minister of Petroleum Resources

(if)  the period of service of those employees at
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation;

(iii)  out of the employment categories of casual,
contract, and manpower, the category to
which the aforesaid employees belong; and

(iv) the date from which the daily-wage earners
working at the Corporation will be
absorbed into the permanent cadre?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Indigenous Medicine:
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Minister of Health, Nutrition and

(a)  Will he inform this House-

@

(i)
(iif)
(iv)

™)
(vi)

whether the former Minister of Indigenous
Medicine Tissa Karalliyadde during his
period of time as the Minister cleared 100
acres of forest land adjacent to
Koonakumbukgollewa Village on the
border of Medawachchiya Town to
establish a herbal garden;

if so, the amount of money spent for that;

what happened to the valuable timber that
was cut and removed to start that herbal
garden;

whether this herbal garden is a public
property at the moment;

the current situation of it; and

the steps that will be taken in the future
with regard to that land?

(b) Ifnot, why?

oG (eedexs) Gfn edrndsey Swvmo

(@w9ds,

eufuen v odBws @eds gLimun®)

(orevorLyifl@

(wougdw  serTBS) Tredls GserTrder -

F&TTrD, GUIrsFement LHMID #CHF WHSHIEU SEHLFEFT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)

OO DDBNBDROB, ® OO yE»@O BERS ecmho.

@ O
(i)

(iii)

(v)
)

(vi)

2.

0 @ nFOed OB B/n Dy e©d
@00 eDn WIePthomIde B85 0Dy me
yBac wOew @O OwvisaBe WO @B
B, & wew D § e BEIEG @maonst
OB LIS BW BBRD EBNOB.

Gae82s ¢1® 388D OBY 10 9D BB® ewewo
OED) WS 1.

0.

PP 9RO Y VY cw EEH HIDD
@00 gud, BT m By O8e BBeswr
@O CEd. emIwm 0BedeOEE GownR)
B8xY = 00D B 0D C1ed. ®BES
250000l BoBm ol yDEND BeFDEH
BCH WIIB® HIVeEH God®w BHILO
OB 9O I g.

00 9RO SRV 338 EO® &®i1r@w6D WIC &
e20B D g0 ©rddBw YoddBn
eC®™»® wided =D,

a30¢ Vg 6 BT WO OB 9@
e oo ag  oe giglede
@008 ©0wd o BI® wewo g
©wdssN0 BEus w1 g@BOdBIed
@000 28wu AIOD adms WOWn 8¢ »J

g>.

(9) o1 e,



515 208Ee®xsInd 516

O BOE S¥mGH D™

(Tl LNwed rémrwss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO0 HOBROB, BERC O ©®axdews’ 5®10
0BT eDHHDo.

el sgfdm gnd; YEm® o®xB. @® wews Coes
edthmdewns’ e O WO Bedm Bw, S
RIROBIEO o OB YOOI evie?

@0 (e00¢x1) 6rdn ewdrcnsy Bwm

(omevsr Ll (sweuggl HevrBld) rredls Caevrmydenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

©01 OIEn®, wedthmded §eE emETO® 0w ™S
Bedsiesy B/t R 008 8@w@08. ¢if & 8@ 0® mwr.
0 B> S8wO 0® BEdns ©5ID eDsTenT MIeFiadIcerkss.

OO BOE Simnem Dwmo
(orenryflE Lwed rémrwss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
OO mBNEHROB, Sed ecedA and yEm @ 0OGE.

®0 1@ en @907 and gEmd 10000 ¢dm @@ 9R® -
edmd 100 Bastes? ©8we0 @ e»edd- 0 O
edsim yodsy. ©® 9R® & B/t By @B BN §BA-

@6 (000¢1) Grdm eEdrNcss Bwmo

(omevsr L@ (weugglw HevrBld) rredls Caermydenr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

®0 grges’ »Y, S OEH®o.

®G; BOE o5 B Dvmn

(oreirflE LNwed rémruss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

©¢edB gnd ydmw e®wul, ©o HOBHLE. VIS
Bemyds 0 0® 9R® s edewen Dnews’ Beamds
B  D10630 RN Bwm Do, 00 0® 9Re® ememdn
8loEmD ®Y DO WO Bw(o.

®0 (200¢1) 6r8m @ErcEs Bwmo

(orenryflEg (weusslu serplg)) rredls Caerrysenr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)
HOWBIeBY BNY|, ®S OB ®s.

®o BOE SN BeH Dwmo
(oreprflE LNwed répruss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
O® N O» BesIm®.

OO NOBROB, 0cedB and ydmw 0®wed. ¢ 0®w
Gotss edemen Drews’ sD8D 9D I BOD..

& D10d® VAo BEnel By ewn, & 9de® emdnm
@® glocews MY Dvdms ®Oens WDy B OO
FOBROB, g0 000 g® DY ylocwsy B&xY
350w0ews’ w® w® oddFOEO ewe ®RBEY BIH. @®
D1052830 S5 OBEB Bwe® ¢S Beam Bw & 9O
BosnymCO ey oweds ¢@imseawd owd s
Gre38)eD @@1500:RwWd ewd A HBID VAR Sen sy
RO wosIesi?

@G (000ex3) Gofn eEmcD Swmo

(oressryfl@ (weusdlw HeorBHl) rredls Caesrmyder)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

0 O5IBn®, & 9R® »OE AHeadslesd ©10d s
pedBe oCEmO® wdow. e CH 2008 0® 9@ DD
O B0 WS . HOGE BRwO »O, Ged A ecsim
9EeuEE & 9RO GuHHWO B8DG ®BIH BzN.

®G DOE S¥mNGH Dwmo

(wrrsa‘nquﬂ@ Lilosv U{d_’f)‘[_F;lTuJéiai)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

B0 NOBROA, Vg cwd) DT WS BOFDIEOD B ®
8Ede owldmndr s oweds g@imsdiisied w@ddd
988 mOrTeri AIROBTE® Buwet, 53 0m 0® R @M
OB DEEECHD OBes’ w91 GBI RBI
Bl R0 godsle B/ By 0md ©@wed aong
DCECNBH, ydocwsy mYg, 0® DwmaBed el 005l meg
DO® 85O Ome BwEr ¢ud dudnd 928us mosimn?

@01 #HOBNOB, & g ©® @® emIdnd; Beamo.
D 8O D& 0%ed Sew RO Bed® @RS G OBIB
Om. @® ydmw OD® Yo @ rwd 9e8us megrs
DO EBS 0B O & emons; A 3. & Ben
IR g0 & Bedmo EA @emrDoc?

@6 (e00ex3) Gr8n eEmcTH Swmo

(revryfl@ (swousbdlw sevrHd) rredls CFerryder)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

0 & @100 O e®IBEI, WITENDICHE s D
»Oc & B¢ wdyben Dobmd @wan Hnen
QIR C IO, VIR gv Bed) EmCRT Oy
®0 o eem.

@O0 QBNWD) o

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm gom 13- 864/'16-(1), 5 (e@dexs) HEsTe SwBedes
®vm.

@0 (e00ex1) »HEBT¢ BwBeds Onmo
(wredrflg (e1sdlw srEH) pallbs guiglsiven)
(The Hon. (Dr) Nalinda Jayathissa)

GO DDNBDROB, @ OO yE»IG 2HH0.

OO DBBID WO IBED v

(omessTfl@ SwhS & HeTTH VD)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O DOBNIWROB, ©F; EB®EO OB
005edsY @ OO yd»wd B8Eno 2® wew wB ocmm
DICEBE 9EE B350,

g @ Enm 988en’ BEOO Bowlw wmozm GE.
QfldTTsme) 10D CYDT (G BVTSBID FLOTLILGSE HL L 6DMUNL_L1111 1.
Question ordered to stand down.

@0 (e00es) »HBvT¢ BwBeds Onmo

(wrerflE (wausslu srEIS)) poflbs guigsvev)

(The Hon. (Dr) Nalinda Jayathissa)

®0 ®ONBDROB, B0 WmED ©® EEe®xined
©00 WEDID OENede #@BOGTeosT yEm gwm
20800 Agen osl. & amd, 80 & S5m0 »Es o®



517 2016 @Fendas 07 518

y@dm©e 00 8B8e0s5Ined ¢1yds. gwEl, O® w®IdD god.
DT FD0B 0csiny BWE® G O@BOSw Ged . &
Beso @@ ydm»Hwd cF¥nden Ca ©5Im 8 §ew. ¢z’ o®
YBDG NG BHWBO FBED WEWO vEedS, BB
C1e53esT 50D, DE BB,

OO ®OINEDROB, BB Sesed BEeoEew @¢sIny O
B, “038 D080 0By wrreds’ Bledr oy
oWEHRO BwBH Eowr ©eW0 BOINe® Bwomd
2rHemO & Bedmdn. ¥y ¢t qdcided Budod o®
DR 030,

®od Doyw W S8BT 0@ Yy BwwWd W @F OB
eu5In)® wortess.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO BITNEDROB, 0® O FDDDB 0w WS @O
3RO FDHOBI @¢sID MO WO ©WICE.

OO OB IR ED W0

(omevsT i@ SWhHb &HewTT V)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
8EnJ myr.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 efesm, 0® y@Emnwd 8o v gnd Bw.

®C g0 Sesznwm Owmo

(orenTfl@ BT SlewrBruidss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

O ®DOIBNIDROB, 0O HyIOEwWr 8O ©Bs Coess
PBHDID OB WE. & Coess wnmIed 8¢ § Do v
e¥nEemO 00n Nl SO8em eBss’  @wid
BEednw 218 Bedmd, 0@nd BEO ot gremnmG®
RO evRDSTH ¢TIy O B s, ¥y »O8
as’  B@wdm Comn ©00wid 8®0ed®  BFwimed
grBediews B8wWO »Oyn ®Od®sT 83xTer’. AYed »H®
OB DY 818, ©G WD NLHROB, VY wOITIVewsY
OB Bbednw a8 B0, B@iwdn Comr ©w0e%Is
80e80@D & WOB. BT rd® g8 8Eed®sinedd o®
yEDB gD, 0@ YEM WO 8Ee@ned c¥mows P
@¢serds By ¢IB0WRE Cah eI WOYR HOBIenI
01 INE, By T Hwomnd gdrne Yool mOyn oSy
I, & Beso ©S HBNBDROB, 8HE® ¢@omsDSwo
28Ee0In00 #8CE BENIH @a 8w ¢gn&.

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 ONEROA, 08 & BEIED ¢dme 0w mSHIHS.
OO BITNEHROB, 0@ BEACD m WOI™.

o6 HEe BBy ©vmo

(omevsrLLll@ svgagLoesT FiflsTeL6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

D DReI® ©“rndud SeSam emBss’ w®d
08y 018 Bedaws a8 Beamd »0, &8 I
BEednwnd 00 »e 9ns.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Definitely. g ©:880®xIn wBeld 8ndw e¢sim
805y O BRwWO VAN 0® wBOITVeWSY DWIBIW@ @wWI§
DOBID.

AR eShEmed vea BIEH Fwnm: 8B
gBEOB HEONIWMO e
LIgIsD6T Teul L 2 6iTeshyTL & LoGTMBIGET | Slessriods
&1l 16ILIT (6T (LpHTEMLDS 6 LD

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS IN BADULLA DISTRICT:
MANAGEMENT OF SOLID WASTE

867/°16
14.06; ©9853¢ BeB83 Owmo
(oressryfl g Fllhs alGmdn))
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
B ©¥ W B HED 2@isnens’ &y
g@dme - (1):

(a) () 90 e wvd v AEE eEmed

Bwod®m § sea e Gwns mOedS;

(i) ece LhEmed sei B GEHDOE
©D) QBB WEOIWMOEH®  WEWI B
600D EHOewsY DRGNS BB ©m
gods;

(i) oo ©O, & wew Bwec® § GeE Yy reras
»Oede;

(iv) OB OREOYE BwoSem evnged »O,
892 BSOS WEOBIWS € MOWR) BEWI BS
00 & Y gomdw mOede;

@535y O EO® WK ¢IOTesIe?

() o0 el m®, s @xie?

LOTEHTERNT FEOLSHET LPHMID 2 sireahrml & enwdFenTds
CasLl L aflesrm:

(o) () omeur wrasrewr Fewuuiler  Ep

wreul’ L sgled  @Quikisl  eubs 2 siesrTL_S

Ligjemerr

LOGITMBIGSIT W TeW 616 WIESTLIGN S W|LD;

(i)  uglewer wreul L gglesr 2 eireapymL_d
LoesTmmbig6i6sT BlewoTLDS S 1Pley 16 Lim(msiT
(LpSTEW DS 516115 %5601 QUL LD T 63T

Few Liuflett Hewmevemouilsy Cousmevg I L GlomesTm)
B L_(PswMLILIHSGSILIL ST 6TTLIENSU|LD;

(i) = Cwssfled, YBHGHF CFeveuTsl LITS6STEN S
6Teu6UATE)6UEITLIEN S LD;

(iv)  Ssmaw Gouemevs gL GloreiTmy
B (PswDLILRSSLILL_ailsvensvGlwssiley,
Slewriods  HPeLIGLITHET  (LPHTEDLOGGI6US S0
QuIrBL® wrETewT Fewu Seweoull L ailgd
wTESeTLIEN S W|LD;

Sjeui @)dFFemLiuiled GyPlafliiumryr?

(25) @)sirCmsv, evsir



519 208Ee®xsInd 520

[0S D853 BedBS @wmn]

asked the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local
Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the local government institutions which
were operative in Badulla District under
Uva Provincial Council;

(i) whether a programme was on track under
the Provincial Council for the management
of solid waste of Local Government
Institutions of Badulla District;

(iii)  if so, of the amount of money, spent; and

(iv) the manner in which the provincial council
intervened into the management of solid
waste, if a programme of aforesaid nature
was not in operation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Disaster Management:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) Mr. WK. Tilakaratna of Kalugaswatta,
Pallegama, Deniyaya is living with his
family in an old building which had been
used for a Handloom Centre by the
Department of Textile Industries long ago
with the danger of collapsing the same ; and

(it) this building has been arranged for his
family by the Divisional Secretary of
Kotapola on the recommendation of the
Grama Niladari of Pallegama North due to
the fact that the ancestral house of Mr.
Tilakaratna has been identified by the
Geological Survey and Mines Bureau as
highly vulnerable for earth slips?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he takes necessary steps to grant
this land to Mr. Tilakaratna to build a new
house by demolishing the old building; if
not, any other suitable land to build a
house; and

(i) if so, when?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa - Minister of
Disaster Management)
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Foreign

Affairs)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to make a statement on
the 19th SAARC Summit that was to be held in
Islamabad on the 9th and 10th of November this year, and
matters in connection with regional cooperation in South
Asia.

LDBIG 6T

Hon. Speaker, as this House is aware, Sri Lanka is a
founder member of the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation, commonly known as SAARC. Sri
Lanka was in fact among the earliest countries in the
region to support the concept of regional cooperation
when it was first discussed. Therefore, when SAARC was
conceptualized, we were naturally among the original
signatories to the Charter of SAARC on the 8th of
December, 1985.

Successive Government in Sri Lanka, throughout
SAARC: s history of over three decades, since 1985, have
remained faithful to regional cooperation through
SAARC. I recall the words of President J.R. Jayewardene
at the first Summit in Dhaka on the 7th of December in
1985 where he said, I quote:

“We approach our task with hope and with optimism, for we believe
that as the full potential of our venture comes to be realized, its
benefits will be incalculable to the welfare of our several peoples
and countries.”

Manifesting our firm commitment to regional
cooperation, Sri Lanka assumed the responsibility of
chairing SAARC and providing leadership to the
Organization on three occasions. Sri Lanka was host to
SAARC Summits in 1981, 1998 and in 2008. We have
always been active participants in SAARC, contributing
to the realization of objectives envisioned in the Charter
which states, “... to promote the welfare of the peoples of
South Asia and to accelerate economic growth, social
progress and cultural development in the region”.

We can, I believe Mr. Speaker, be modestly proud that
Sri Lanka has taken all the steps that could possibly be
taken to work with countries in the region, since
SAARC’s inception, to explore ways and means of
making SAARC improve the lives of people and making
SAARC relevant to people so that they realize the value
of working together, of cooperating with each other, and
they see regional cooperation as an essential means to
ensure the betterment of their lives.

From promoting greater economic liberalization and
cooperation to improved physical connectivity and trade;
enhancing people-to-people contact, cultural cooperation,
facilitating deeper understanding of each other’s
traditions, practices, literature, cultures; and promoting
the "SAARC brand"; technical cooperation in all areas
including governance, security, agriculture, and a host of
other fields, Sri Lanka has supported and promoted every
conceivable aspect of "working together" in the region.

Sri Lanka also promoted the concept of exploring
possibilities of working together to address global issues
such as energy security, food security and climate change
that impact on the development strategies of all the
countries in our region. We supported SAARC, as the
ideal platform for our leaders to meet and discuss to take
common positions on issues that affect us collectively as
a region and seek practical and pragmatic solutions.

Sri Lanka’s united vision, irrespective of political
party affiliations within our country, I believe, is for an
inclusive, plural and rapidly developing region that
benefits all the people of South Asia; a South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation that is an efficient
and effective mechanism that makes a positive impact on
the people of the region, translating the vision of the
Charter into reality; a South Asia of peace, friendship and
prosperity, where its borders will see the free flow of
people, goods and ideas without fear which is truly a
region of prosperity.

Mr. Speaker, addressing the 1st SAARC Summit in
1985, President J.R. Jayewardene also said this: I quote:

“The greater we understand each other, easier becomes the
realization of our goals. There can be no successful regional
cooperation without mutual confidence, without mutual trust.”

It cannot be denied, Sir, that peace and security is a
primary requirement for the fulfillment of our vision of
prosperity and meaningful cooperation in the region. It
also cannot be denied that regional cooperation can never
reach its optimum potential as long as intractable bilateral
issues prevail.

Terrorism, as we all know, is an issue that must unite
our region, not divide our region. It is a menace that has
taken a heavy toll on the economic and social fabric of
almost all our countries. Terrorism poses an existential
threat to the civilized world and it must be defeated. Sri
Lanka has always been firm in denouncing terrorism in
all its forms and manifestations, irrespective of where it
occurs, and Sri Lanka supports decisive action in dealing
with terrorism.

OO DOIBIBHR O
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please!

I wish to announce that this House cordially welcomes
Her Excellency (Mrs.) Christa Markwalder, Speaker of
the National Council of the Federal Assembly of
Switzerland and the Secretary General, Mr. Philippe
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Schwab of the Switzerland Parliament now present at the
Speaker's Gallery accompanied by His Excellency the
Ambassador for Switzerland.

Hon. Minister, you may continue.

O o 8OSBS Dwmo

(orenrfl@ whiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

It is indeed a great pleasure to welcome the Hon.
Speaker of Switzerland.

In the region, as you know, we have in place
instruments such as the SAARC Regional Convention on
Suppression of Terrorism, the 2004 Additional Protocol
on Terrorism and the SAARC Ministerial Declaration of
28th February, 2009 on Cooperation in Combating
Terrorism. Translation of such instruments and
declarations into implementation, therefore, is essential.

Sir, it is time that our region unite in its resolve to
eliminate this scourge. All the leaders of South Asia, I
firmly believe, must unite and take a firm stand and
decisive action to eliminate terrorism, which stands as an
obstacle to the achievement of the goals that we envision
for our region. The people of this region of South Asia
deserve better living standards, better infrastructure,
better education, peace, prosperity, security and
friendship, and we must not fail them.

Sir, there were concerns being expressed by some
regarding the Statement issued by the Government in
relation to the postponement of the 19th SAARC Summit,
which was to be held in Islamabad next month. At no
point, Sir, I would like to stress, did the Government of
Sri Lanka pull out of the 19th SAARC Summit; at no
point, did the Government of Sri Lanka decide to boycott
the SAARC Summit to be held in November. Those who
made those allegations and accusations did so either
through ignorance or lack of knowledge of the SAARC
Charter.

As the Hon. Members of this House are aware, the
General Provisions of the Charter of SAARC prescribes
that "decisions at all levels shall be taken on the basis of
unanimity". Therefore, the moment one country says that
they are unable to attend a SAARC Summit, a SAARC
Summit cannot be held.
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There was, therefore, no question of Sri Lanka pulling
out of SAARC or Sri Lanka saying that we will not
attend the Summit, as there was no Summit to attend. Sri
Lanka issued a statement after several countries had
informed the current Chair of SAARC, Nepal, formally
that they are unable to attend the Summit and after the
Chair - that is, Nepal - issued a statement as well.

In our statement, we expressed regret that the
prevailing environment in the region, with several
countries having stated their inability to attend the
Summit, is not conducive for holding the Summit on the
09th and 10th of November and expressed hope that the
steps required to ensuring our region’s peace and security
will be taken to create an environment that is conducive
for the pursuit of regional cooperation.

Sir, as a country that is committed to regional
cooperation and as a country that clearly perceives the
benefits of regional cooperation for the people of Sri
Lanka and the wider South Asian Region, we stand ready
to participate in the 19th SAARC Summit whenever it is
being held.

It is my solemn hope, Sir, that this would be the
moment that all the leaders in our region resolve to forget
past failures, break with the past and unite in good faith
and sincerity to work together for the greater good and
benefit of the people of our region.

Thank you.

OO DOIBIBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you, Hon. Minister. Then, the Hon. Ruwan
Wijayawardhana.
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PRIVILEGE: “DAILY MIRROR” REPORT OF 07TH
OCTOBER, 2016
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene - State Minister of
Defence)

Hon. Speaker, I wish to raise a matter of Privilege
regarding the front-page story in the "Daily Mirror"
newspaper of today, which states, I quote:

“SEVERAL MINISTERS, OFFICIALS DID NOT PAY FOR
HIRING H’COPTERS”

Sir, this is in relation to the Annexes I tabled
yesterday in answer to the Question raised by the Hon.
Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila. This story has implicated
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several Ministers like the Hon. John Amaratunga, the
Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne, the Hon. Harin Fernando,
the Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka, the Hon. Gayantha
Karunatileka and the Hon. Faiszer Musthapha. So, I have
to clearly say, Sir, that this story is false. None of these
Ministers owe a single cent to the Ministry of Defence or
to the Sri Lanka Air Force. The Ministries have paid for
all the official trips. So, there is no truth in this report, Sir.

It has also stated about foreign dignitaries. As a
Government, we do not make it a habit of inviting foreign
dignitaries to come to this country, taking them on trips
and giving them a bill, asking them to pay for the
helicopter rides.

Most of these Ministers have accompanied the Hon.
Prime Minister or the President in their official tours and
there is absolutely no money due from them. So, I urge
the "Daily Mirror" newspaper to be more professional in
disseminating their news, not to dabble in tabloid
journalism and ruin its good name, Sir.

Thank you.

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTBTWST D)euiTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. State Minister, I think this news report appeared
in several other newspapers as well. I read those.

o0 BEe AByEe ©vwm

(oreirLyLll@ svaagLosirT SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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violation of the Privileges of Parliament; it is a dishonour to
the Hon. Members of Parliament and Parliament. ©® Aen
©®as Ooywie ydmew SO 0sim HyOOEY, VISed
g0ewdw §1d.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

ewed. I will look into that matter.

®0 Levd endids Swmo
(oreryflg HBewreig @ enTouigeo)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, -

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, do you have anything to
get clarified?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, I want the Hon. State Minister to clarify -
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I do not want to get into a home and home battle over
the “Daily Mirror” - that is a different issue. But, has the
Hon. Minister tabled a document giving all the details? If
so, the matter has been reported, it has been tabled. You
cannot go back on the document you have tabled. Can
the Hon. Minister tell us whether he tabled that
document?

OO QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana, can you just clarify
that? The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena is asking whether
you have tabled a document indicating the names of the
Hon. Ministers. He needs a clarification on that.

®G 61057 S8wdEND Dwvwmo

(orenT i@ HeusdT aflgyweuigerr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

Sir, the names are there in the Answer, but these are
Ministers who have accompanied the President or the
Prime Minister in their official tours. So, all those names
have been put, but we do not charge them when they
accompany the President or the Prime Minister. If the
journalists had clarified with us, this would not have led
to this kind of stories being published.



539 208Ee®xsInd 540

OO DOIBNWBDHR o
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Will you clarify that?

OO 61057 BBwedDEDD Dwmo
(omessTLLil@ (HouedT ailegwieugeur)
(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana )
I will make a statement today, Sir.

o6 eBEOS BBy Owmo

(orerLyfl@ svFagLosit lifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, the Hon. Minister has given the correct answer,
but the others have misunderstood. He has said that these
Ministers have only accompanied. He has not said that
they have to pay. You have not said that, have you?

®O 6197 BBwdDEDD Dwmo

(omessrLLll@ (HouesT aileywieugeur)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana )

Sir, the Answer clearly states that all monies have
been paid and no one has to pay anything else for that.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Anyway, [ will certainly look into that matter.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I will look into that. I will certainly look at the file.

O OB WO IBED Dm0

(orer Ll @ SWwhHs &HaTTSeVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

e gued mHO wewsy Hew. In HOB ©® Bded,
give me time. I will look into it.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister is ready to give a reply.
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Hon. Prime Minister.
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LTI T@RHLOGTMD 9)6VI6M6V
BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

©6 VYRS BBy @wmo
(omevsrLLl@ svgagLoesT HliflsTeL6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That the proceedings on Item Nos. 1,2,3,4 and 5 appearing on the
Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions
of Standing Order No. 20(7) of the Parliament."

g 88z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsarr Bl HLILIL (B eTDmYs GCls eI L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

88Bed®sIned dI8®

LTI TE@RLOGTMD JLDT6)
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

I

o6 VYRS BBy S @wmo
(orenTLyll@ svgagLosit slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of
the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the Parliament shall sit on October 25th Tuesday, 26th
Wednesday, 27th Thursday and 28th Friday 2016."

ama 88z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
e Bl HLILIL (B) eTHmIS CIBTeTemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

I

o VYR BBy @wmo
(orenTLll@ svFagLosit slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order No.7 of
the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sitting of Parliament on Tuesday 25th
October 2016 shall be 1.00 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.. At 2.00 p.m. Standing
Order No. 7(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 7.30 p.m. Mr.
Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put."

Y Sz 8, etwr ®@m» Se.
afleorr @GS HLILIL (5 sTHms Gl TeTarLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

I1I

o6 eBEes BBy @wmo
(orenTLfl@ svFagLosir lifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order No.7 of
the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
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08.03.2016, the hours of sitting of Parliament on Wednesday 26th
October 2016 shall be 10.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 6.30 p.m. Mr.
Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put."

g S8z 8, et @@ Sas.
aflearr flBlabsLL (5) eTmmysGlsmerenLiLiL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

IV

©0 VYO BBy S @wmo
(omrevorLyfl@ svaagLosst &lifleTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order No.7 of
the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sitting of Parliament on Thursday 27th
October 2016 shall be 10.30 am. to 7.30 p.m.. At 6.30 p.m.
Standing Order No. 7(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 7.30
p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question
put."

g E®esz 8, s 8®@» Sa.
aflsorr BIGHBLILIL B sTHmYS CIBTeTemLILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

\%

O VYR BBy @wmo
(omessrLyfl@ svgagiosT SliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order No.7 of
the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sitting of Parliament on Friday 28th
October 2016 shall be 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to
6.30 p.m.. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put."

g 88z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
afloarr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

VI

o0 CBEes BBy ©vm
(omessTLyil @ svaagLostT SliflsTev6V)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 10.30
a.m. on Thursday 20th October 2016."

G S8z &Y, et @@z S,
aflearr GBI (5) TDmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L dy.
Question put, and agreed to.

@O0 QBNWBHD O

(orevTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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[wresr il Savbis FwHTV] HeWVsOLO UBGETT 6.

LOTETLILO) S

Ui FHeT

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA] took the Chair.

®G 9d8m vBRSew Swmo

(wrehrLfl@ Ysgls Lgren)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

OO Bewd®s »ONEHROA, ¢ S» e sped
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Beartersy ©08. » aqed 9EE® wIB® ©0
OTEROBIEO @g 8EE WD Bedm Bwo PyIOTHO
Bedmrdnr 5O, ©¢edB 0wddrnd 928un BB Beadmy v
2DC S OPGI OER@0 sgfedB adedd o &,
®0 ©¢edB @DED CA @I Bw & 9EE 83m.
IO OO0 HROGEOS @D&.

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

& wews ®Ied OB gDMSE. e dBmwe?

@G ®FOS

(omevsryLil@ 2 mitifeiseir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' MOTIONS

®DwsT W g35ey Magh O DY BI®
HTVHENL_&Ehd @ 2 _Hhd GLOIFF6V BleVID 651 &6V
RESERVATION OF SUITABLE GRAZING LAND FOR CATTLE

[wp.u. 11.37]

®S @SS PSS Owmo

(omevsTLLll@ 9L1gI6V6VT O EHLT)

(The Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff)
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LGrfsaleTmg."

@6 Berdss mOrBNEHRO)

(wrewryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsT Sjeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Douglus Devananda, are you going to second
the Motion?

oG DIRE edDimzsie Swvmo
(oressryfl@ Ldereiv Cgeuresthsm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Yes, I second it.

g 60880 o G&.
fleaTir sT(BIGHMIDLILIGILIHD .
Question proposed.

O DS ©PG S Owmo
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(The Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)
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Thank you very much, Mr. Presiding Member, for
giving me this opportunity. Specially, I must thank the
Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff for bringing in this very
important Motion.

The area where I come from - the Puttalam District -
has well over 50,000 cattle, but, unfortunately, it is very
difficult for them to exist due to lack of grazing lands.
The main reason is that in the Puttalam-Anamaduwa area
almost all the lands have been taken over either by the
Department of Wildlife Conservation or the Forest
Department and another portion of land in extent of 5,200
acres are being taken over by the cement factory of
Holcim (Lanka) Limited. The cattle farmers are finding it
difficult to exist. That entire 5,200 acres do not belong to
the Holcim (Lanka) Limited. Yesterday, I tabled the
relevant Gazette Notification, by which only 1,900 acres
had been allocated to that cement factory, but now, they
have 5,200 acres. Since there is a lot of jungle in the
Anamaduwa-Puttalam-Wanathawilluwa area, another
portion of land has been taken over by both the
Department of Wildlife Conservation and the Forest
Department
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The lands belonging to the JEDB and other plantation
companies, thousands of acres in extent, in our area have
not been replanted. Out of the lands they have, only 10 to
15 per cent have been planted and are bearing crop.
Whenever these cattle stray into their lands, they
somehow catch them and the poor farmers have to pay a
fine of Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 3,000 to get them back. Today,
we know the quantity of milk powder that is being
imported. But, if we support the farming community to
look after the cattle by feeding them and giving proper
instructions, definitely the import of milk powder can be
brought down. As I mentioned, most of the lands in my
area belong to the big plantation companies like the
JEDB, the Chilaw Plantations Limited, the Kurunegala
Plantations Limited and to the Holcim (Lanka) Limited or
are under the Department of Wildlife Conservation. So,
the Government must take a decision to allow the cattle to
graze on such lands. Otherwise, what will happen is, the
cattle farmers will give up rearing cattle.

Another problem that we face is stray cattle. Most of
the stray cattle come into my area, Puttalam, adjoining
Mannar. They have no owners. We are facing all these
problems because of lack of grazing lands. My area is
also next to Wilpattu, where there are thousands of
elephants. Now, what is happening is, those elephants
also come into Puttalam and Anamaduwa - actually upto
one-and-a-half-kilomoters away from my home. The
crops in my estate, 35 acres of land, Hon. Minister, are
completely destroyed, but I am not complaining about
that. What I am saying is that elephants also come into the
town area and have their feed from that area. The people
suffering most are the farmers.

Therefore, my request is, allow the cattle to graze on
large lands such as those belonging to the JEDB and the
Forest Department or especially, on the land belonging to
the cement factory of Holcim (Lanka) Limited in my
area. Of course, some senior officials agree to that, but
when the cattle stray into those lands, they are caught and
the farmers are fined. So, just imagine a farmer paying a
fine every other week.

Sir, this is a very important Motion because we have
to bring down the import of milk powder. We can do that
only by helping the poor dairy farmers to have more cows
that will produce more milk. That is the only way we can
bring down the import of milk powder.

Therefore, I request the Hon. Minister to inform all the
people who occupy State lands to give permission to the
cattle farmers to allow their cattle to go in and graze on
those lands, by which we can save a big amount of
foreign exchange, cutting down on the import of milk
powder.

Thank you very much.
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Whereupon THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA left the Chair,
and THE HON. BIMAL RATHNAYAKE took the Chair.

[2.53p.m.]
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you very much for the
opportunity given to participate in this Adjournment
Motion moved by the Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on the
matter of following a National Monitoring and Evaluation

Policy in order to make the development process more
productive and efficient in using the allocated funds from
the National Budget or from foreign funding.

I also take pleasure in seconding this important
Motion which is an absolute necessity at this juncture
where the Sustainable Development Goals of 2030 is
being considered as a blueprint of the development
process. This has been taken up in various forums.
Various people who have an interest in the country have
been repeatedly talking about these matters in various
forums.

When we speak of Sustainable Development Goals, it
is a very comprehensive development process which has
to be planned, identified, prioritized with the inclusion of
every aspect of resources available in every village, city,
district, province, country and the whole world fits into
the framework of the so-called "Five Ps" known as
Planet, People, Peace, Prosperity and Partnership. This
will definitely avoid having projects implemented in an
ad hoc manner at the whims and fancies of politicians
jeopardizing the environmental issues and natural
habitats, at the cost of the taxpayers' money.

Therefore, this Motion is very important in order for
us to commit ourselves to enforce a National Monitoring
and Evaluation Policy in Sri Lanka and to transform the
socio-economic position of citizens by empowering them
to reach better living standards. I would like to mention
that certain objectives of this policy are to be
implemented to promote innovative and productive
growth with capacity building in our system.

So, I must firstly thank Hon. Kabir Hashim, Minister
of Public Enterprise Development. He happens to be the
Chair of Global Parliamentarians Forum for Evaluation.
Not only that, every time the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe
becomes the Prime Minister, he is the one who heads
planning and implementation and takes policy decisions
on development.

Sir, for many decades, people have been asking for
this kind of National Monitoring and Evaluation Policy to
be introduced in Sri Lanka in order to avoid corruption.
When foreign funds or consolidated funds are allocated
for projects, they are not properly planned; they are not
properly evaluated. When those projects are not properly
monitored, definitely there is going to be corruption. We
have seen enough of corruption in the past. That is why
we have to ensure good governance even in procurement
procedures.

Our Parliament has already focused on Sectoral
Oversight Committees. We are overseeing, monitoring
and evaluating any project that is coming under any
Ministry. So, this is one of the reasons why all Members
of Parliament have agreed to this without any party
difference. In a National Government, this is the right
time for us to form a National Monitoring and Evaluation
Policy in Sri Lanka.

Sir, a National Evaluation Policy is important for the
following 10 reasons that we have been discussing.
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National Evaluation Policy sets standards for evaluation
at State level; the policy will guide State institutions and
evaluation practitioners for establishment of necessary
evaluation mechanisms and systems, and carrying out
objective and independent evaluations; the policy will be
an assurance for State accountability in relevance,
efficiency, effectiveness, impact and sustainability; the
policy will guide national evaluation capacity
development; it will emphasize evaluation as a
requirement of development programming; it fulfills
evaluation needs of the country; the policy will ensure
effective use of resources of the country; this will also
guide civil society interventions; the policy would give
confidence to the public in effectiveness of development
interventions in the country and finally, this will be an
assurance to tax payers, donors, private investors for
accountability of resources given by them.

So, these are the very important factors that must be
considered in forming a National Monitoring and
Evaluation Policy of Sri Lanka and without any
objection, Sir, both sides of the House have to support it.

Thank you, Sir.

O § R8N0 OTEn®

(omevsrL i@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah. You have eight
minutes.

[2.59p.m.]
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(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)

Hon. Presiding Member, 1  thank you for the
allocation of time for me to speak on this important
Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. Buddhika
Pathirana. As he said, I too have the pleasure of being
here again to speak on this important subject which was
brought to Parliament earlier also as an Adjournment
Motion on the 9th of August, 2016.

Sir, the United Nations have determined 17
Sustainable Development Goals or global goals to achieve
by 2030. Initiatives also have been started in each and
every area to monitor how we are going to achieve these
Sustainable Development Goals. In the previous occasion
also, I mentioned this. I had an opportunity to participate
in the Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable
Development Affairs of Asian Parliamentary Assembly
held in Pakistan. Again, I thank the Hon. Speaker for
nominating me as well as the Hon. Mohamed Navavi to
participate in that event. At that forum there was an issue
raised with regard to the goals determined from time to
time. In the year 2000, we determined the Millennium
Development Goals. Then, again, in 2015, the
Sustainable Development Goals were determined to be
achieved by 2030. At that forum issues were raised with
regard to the process that we are having in monitoring and

evaluating these goals in our development process. These
are very important issues. Even now, there are monitoring
units to evaluate the financial performance of each and
every development activity, but we do not have any
method for performance-based evaluations. So, I was
able to put a suggestion at the Asian Forum of
Parliamentarians on Population and Development to have
Oversight Committees like what we have at present in
this Parliament. These committees are different. In these
Oversight Committees we interact with the administrative
officers who are in charge of the ministries. They
implement the suggestions and convey the views of
Parliament to the public. So, the same Committee could
be an evaluation committee; so that the evaluation
taskforce can overview to see how each and every
development activity guides us to achieve sustainable
development goals. For this process, as the Hon.
Member suggested in his Motion, funds are necessary. As
he requested in his Motion, we need adequate fund
allocations to have this evaluation process for the
development programmes. My suggestion is, not only the
funds, but we must have the mechanism also in place as
an accountable committee or an organization to continue
this process.

In the morning, we had a discussion with regard to the
policy planning on evaluation process and the Hon. Kabir
Hashim chaired that meeting. He is the Chairman of the
Global Parliamentarians Forum for Evaluation too. His
valuable contribution should be taken into account by this
Parliament. In that meeting, I suggested to have a
Standing Committee for Evaluation in Parliament such as
COPE and COPA, which are evaluating the financial
performances of our development processes and the
institutions under the Government. My suggestion was
appreciated by that Committee. I hope to record my
suggestion in Hansard as well, because this suggestion
could be taken into consideration by the Hon. Speaker in
the future and there should be a performance-based
evaluation for our development process.

I again thank the Hon. Kabir Hashim as well as the
Hon. Niroshan Perera, State Minister of National Policies
and Economic Affairs, who participated in that valuable
meeting. That Committee will ensure that not only the
financial performances but also the public funds used in
the certain development work will be properly evaluated.

Thank you very much.

O §Eoe06:8) OIE S0

(oressLfl @ BV STHRIGD o ML Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Mohamed Navavi. You
also have eight minutes.

[3.04p.m.]

®5 @@1008) 508 Bwmn

(orenryfl@ aniol Heuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Thank you very much, Mr. Presiding Member, for
giving me this opportunity.
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I must thank the Hon. Buddika Pathirana for bringing
forward this very important Adjournment Motion before
this House today. In the morning, we had a session
organized by the Hon. Niroshan Perera, State Minister of
National Policies and Economic Affairs and the Hon.
Kabir Hashim also participated in it. We had a long
discussion.

Evaluation is the most important aspect we need to
look at today. Today, in our country, especially as
politicians, we come across different problems. As you
know, there are Members of Parliament, Members of
Provincial Councils and Members of Pradeshiya Sabhas.
But there is no coordination and cooperation among these
politicians or institutions. First and foremost, to fall in
line and to work together for the benefit of the country,
we need unity among these politicians and institutions. In
that way, I am sure, if we all get together and put forward
this National Evaluation Policy to look into all projects
which are funded by the Government or the foreign
donors, we can reach our goals in the future.

In the morning, at the session they gave us ten reasons
as to why a National Evaluation Policy is important. I
just went through that and I found some of these points. |
will read two or three points which are very important.
The first is, “Policy will ensure effective use of resources
of the country.” In my view, that is very important. The
second is, “This will also guide civil society
interventions.” So, if you organize it in such a way, all
these people can fall in line. They will also get involved
in those projects. The third is, “The policy would give
confidence to the public in effectiveness of development
and intervention in the country." The final point is “This
will be an assurance to the taxpayers, donors, private
investors for accountability of resources given by them. "

As the Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah said, we were
in Islamabad, Pakistan last month to participate in the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly and 46 countries
participated in it. There are many countries who are
behind us. At the discussion, they too agreed to that. But
there were a few countries which are ahead of us, and
they are doing very well. A National Evaluation Policy is
very important. As I said since there is no coordination,
what is happening today? When we, Parliamentarians are
moving in one direction, the provincial councillors are
moving in a different direction. Now the Pradeshiya
Sabhas are not functioning. If Pradeshiya Sabhas were
there, they will move in a different direction. Ultimately,
we do not reach the goal.

We know a number of massive projects were done by
the earlier government spending a lot of money. Finally,
what is the result? I need not repeat what happened.
Massive projects were done, but no evaluation was done.
Ultimately, today, we are suffering. If proper evaluation
was done, if concentration was made, if all of them got
together and studied those projects, then today, we would
not be in this position. All major contracts were done;
projects were done, but today, we are not getting any
return. That is why we are suffering today. We borrowed
money from foreign countries and invested in those
projects, but we are not getting any return from that

money. Therefore, we have to repay the loans from
borrowing money from somewhere else. These are the
facts that we have to consider.

In the morning, we had a very good session. I am very
happy that the Hon. Niroshan Perera arranged that
meeting and we had a long discussion with the officials.
There were foreigners also taking part in that.

Therefore, 1 consider this a must for this country. As
the Hon. Member said, we need not wait till 2018, 2019
or 2020 to do this. It is in the hands of a hard-working
State Minister from my District. I am sure that he is
capable of doing this and also, since his Ministry -
Ministry of National Policies and Economic Affairs - is
coming under the Hon. Prime Minister, he could work
out a system not to delay this.

Money is allocated to us and then we pass it on to the
officials. Sometimes, people are not satisfied with the
work done. That is what is happening today. So, when
we go for the opening, we would not be satisfied with the
work done. If there is proper evaluation and coordination
between the politicians, the officials and the people in
such a manner, this can be done. Therefore, in future, we
must fall in line with this so that 100 per cent of
investment can be made use of.

So, once again, I thank the Hon. Buddhika Pathirana
for bringing in this Adjournment Motion and I must also
thank the Hon. Presiding Member for giving me this
opportunity.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan.
You have eight minutes.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 3.30 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on

Thursday, 20th October, 2016 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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